New Lineup GChanges for

First Cobony Litthe Loague,
one of the prombene Litthe
League progroms in the
United Seates, 8 well un-
der way for another exct-
ing basehall senson.  And,
like any league or team, s
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always looking to improve.

It's alrendy gaining new attention this spring for a couple
af reasons:

= Shane Reynolds, one of the Houston Astros” star pitchers
for many vears, is president, of the leaguoe,

# The Dream League has been added.

And, Roger Clemens, already o baseball legend and Houston
Astros pitcher for the past three seasons, throw out the first
ceremondal pitch for the Dream League as the FOLL started
il= 21sl vear,

Thester fiomtarres have addod now hype toa Little League pro-
grim which already hos served mone than 11,000 First Colany
yvoungsters in the past two decades,

The popular Reynolds huas been a part of FCLL sinee he e
tired in 2004 after 13 seasons of major league baschall. Ho be-
came one of 17 members of the league's board of directors Lnat
wear, and was asked to serve as president in 2007, Shane and
wille, Pam, moved to Sugar Land in 1992 when he was a rookie
pitcher. They've been active in thelr coemmunity ever sinoe,
They have a 12-year old daughter Lauren and a nine-year old
san, Byan, who is a shorstop and a piteher in the Livtde league,
Both children attend Fort Bend Baptist Academy:

The Diream League launches as a division of FCLL with
salid support of many parents, Fort Bend 150 and The Arc
of Fort Bend, to enable children with physien] andfor mental
dizabilities to enjoy the game of basehall. There has been a
Drenm League in Baty for several years and another is being
initinted this year in West University in Houston, as the only
Dhrein Lengues in the Greater Houston anca,

Heymolds heads up a busy program that invelves T00 boyvs
and girda, ages 5 1o 12, with 62 teams. And each team includes

an ndult ns mansger, ot least two conches, o team mom, and
humdrods of paronts who milly roand

“This program is truly a volunteer program.” Resnolds said.
W sl conledn't makee it work without all of these voluntoens,”
hesadd. Every moembor of the boand has important specific as-
algmments to make certain that whole syatem worka cormectly
including registration, drafling of the players 1o the teams,
schiduling of practices and games, and advertising and spon-
sorships.

Reynolds and the men and women who devole countless
hours on the telephone and individual; conversations, ame
headquartered in a second-story building office and board-
rooan off Austin Parkway and Settlers Wioy  The building is
surrcunded by five well-kept haschall diamonds,

The headquartors building is nesrly 24 years ald and in noed
of repairs, and the lexgue is secking assistance of the City of
Houston Lo improve the faclities, Revnolds swid

There ane bigger and perhaps older ywouth bascbhall pro-
grams, but First Colony i= developing a tradition of commu-
nity involvement whene some of the voung adults who cune up
through the program are giving back now by serving in var-
ous ways Lo the current yvoungsters,. Resnolds mecalls plogdng
in his native Louisiana Dixie Youth program for o couple of
vears, There are soores of profiessional baseball players who
gol their start in Bttle league programs.

It all starts with six categories: T-ball for kids agea 5-6; rook-
ie, 6-T;poewees, T-8; varsity, § vears old; minors, 10-11-12, and
mayjors, 11-12.

At the end of the season, the league picks an all-star team
which enters a highly competitive district competition, with
the ultimate winners geing against other national and inter-
national teams in Willinmeport, Pennsylvanin, While no First
Colony team has won it all at the Litthe Lengue series, there
are same Grester Houston and Fort Bend teams which did

Reynolds recognizes that few of the young=ters who get their
start in First Colony over mudee it to pro ball s be did, but that's
not the goal.  The opportunity to play on an ciganized team
with o mdee cap and unifoem, with copches and umplres, and

“ very child deserves  the heart of First Colony,” That quote
to  play baseball came from the letter which Steven
and what better  Schoppa, former president of First

place to do that Colony Little League, sont out last
than right here in February, announcing the insugural
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irst Golony Little League

nn encoungring word from mentors and panents goes o long
way Lo making it all o sucoess, Roynodds and his board wants
everyone —kids, parents, grandparents, relatives, fdends, and
nietghbars o help moke i o s,

through 20062, bafon: spending o vear with the Atlanta Brinves,
findshing the next yeur as an Arisonn Dinmondback, Ho won
114 garnes in the majors, all but 11 of them with Houstan, and

had & 198 won-hoss recond in 1998
Shane, born in Bastrop, Louisiana, in 1968, was ono of

the moat popular starting pitchers for the Astroa fTrom 15994

w Shang and his family are in anothar loogee, and they'ne
enjoving it, too, 77

an time Cy Yourng oward winming MLBE piicher Roger Clomens (L) and ret
the apanins rmemonses of the 2007 First Colony Litthe League season
pitch for t Droam L noof FGLL, whach analbbe: L !
seball. Reynolds is president of FC

sppann of FCLLs Dream League.
Some 5l boyve and girls with ape-
aal physical and'or mental necds have
slgmed up and are particpating, along
with all the other First Colony Little
Leaguers in a league called the Chal-
lenger division by Little Lemsgue Inter-
national which started the program in
1588, These specinl youngsters, ages

caps and play on the saome flelds, Four
teums for six gumes fust as all the oth-
e,

“The gumes are being plaved in sim-
ilar fashion to big league gumes , com-
I'Jl-&tu with the national anthem, players
ined up along the baselines,” Schoppa
said.
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Sports nnnounoers from te Hous.
ton broadoasting community: anmomos
the play-ty-play, and trophics will be
awanrded o all partidipants.  Coaches
and managers are FCLL dads who
conch and manage teams in the lesgue.

continued on page 10



wen time Cy Yoo

@ First
L, which onables childron with p

g award winning pitcher, presents a autographed glove to

my Little Leagus (FCLL) season. K

catcher
in tha
and/or m

The Dream Team is another halo
for those First Golony LL volunteers

oontinued from page 8

“They are donating the additional
timi to nasist this special group of play-
ors,” Schoppoa sadd.  Some players on
nearby high school teams are ooming
out 1o help coach on these Saturduay=

Then, some 70 soungsters from the
First Colony teams have volunteersd to
help the Dream Legguers both on and
off the field. “They're called *angels in
the cutficld’,” he adds.

The regular FCLL umpiring crew
will stafl each game, “Our goal is to
mako this the most fun these players
hawve over had and o memary for their
Hfistime,” Schoppa suid.

The Direwm League hins come to frud-
tiom, largely because of Schoppa, Julie
Dine oned Al and Donna Danto,  Last
December these parents started spread-
gz the word throughout the community
about thedr plans for this spocial league,
haoping Lo raise enmazh money Lo supgon
four teams.  “Within doys this dream
became a reality all through woed of
mouth in this community™ Schoppa
said. “We view this league a3 a dream
for all of those who participate. Thus,
the Dream League.’,” he said.

Al and Donnn Danto hoad o special
incentive. Sugar Land reskdenta, their
children hove participated n baschall,
hockey;, volleyball, golll.. Their nephew,
Connor, who lves in Hound Rock, TX,
has been an inspiration to the Danto
family. Connor, a special needs child,
has been one of the bi SUppOrters
of the Danto children,
sitting in his wheelchair,
yelling louder than any-
one else ond cheoring
coch pliver by name,
Watching Connor in his
first. vear of hasshall in a
gimilar leagnse in Round
Rock, was the motivie  sigue
tional spark for the Dun-  Schoppa
tos to help create the
First Colony Dream Lingue.

The sponsors come quickly: Ao of
Fort Bend, Sam Thte's Colony One Auto
Center, ADC Communicationa, Com-
mumnication Enhancement, The Fern-
ilius family, Whesls of Fun, Southwest
Printing, Southwest Irvigation Systems,
FILISL, the Clines family, Liver Specinl-
ists of Texos and “A Special Friend of A
Dream League.”

Familice and friends who spon-
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somd a plivers  Bruce and Jan Hicks,
JR and Savitha Koo, Taylor Schoppa,
Steven Schoppa, Hob and Julie Dinz,
The MoCauley Fmily, Gary and Linda
Edmiston, Al and Donna Danto, John
and Connie Harmaon, Curtis and Sarah
Koop, and Brian and Jennifer Sullivan,
Schoppa served on the PCLL board
during the vears when
= his son was a player, and
has helped  developed
the league to its curment
repautataon,
The Dream Team i
unother halo for those
First Colony LL volun-
Lioors,
As an added once in
alifetime privilege, somo
of these First Colony Dream Leaguers
and thelr “angels™ hove been invited
to participate in the fing ceremonies
of the opening of the Littls League In-
ternational Congreas on April 13 in the
George R Brown Convention Center,

Little League district adminis-
trators from around the world will
attend the congress and have a voice
in rules and regulations for the cur-
Pent Semsm.

Donna
Danto



